
 

Luckily, John and his colleagues at HCC 
had been working with dozens of 
neighborhood residents who felt the 
same way.  When we got together for the 
first time, I realized that conversations 
like mine had been happening all over 
the neighborhood, among people who 
had fought the stadium, people who had 
been fighting for tenants’ rights in their 
own buildings, people who were ready to 
organize West Siders to win some new 
battles and keep our neighborhood di-
verse and affordable.   

For me it was a lunch.  For other people, 
it was coffee or maybe a conversation on 
a stoop.  But piece by piece, we built the 
Alliance.  In our first year we’ve already 
passed the 300-member mark, and this 
year we hope to gain 300 more. 

— Marisa Redanty 

W est Side Neighborhood Alliance 
came out early in support of 
the Mayor’s congestion pricing 

plan.  For Hell’s Kitchen residents tired of 
the constant traffic jams clogging 9th Ave-
nue, congestion pricing suggested a way to 
cut down on noise and pollution. 

WSNA members voiced their concerns at a 
public hearing, touting the benefits of re-
duced traffic but looking for assurances 
that revenues generated by congestion 
pricing would be funneled back to mass 
transit.  Those funds could help restore bus 
and subway services reduced over the years 
and help offset the threat of fare hikes.   

Looking beyond congestion pricing, WSNA 
members hope to have a long-term impact 
on West Side air quality.   If you would like 
to get involved in the campaign for cleaner 
air, contact Lucas Shapiro at 212-716-1665. 

JOIN WSNA! 
fill out our membership form 
on the back or visit us online 

www.westsideNYC.org     

WSNA: In the Beginning... 

I n just one year, WSNA has grown to 
almost 300 dues-paying members; 
hundreds of West Siders come to 

our meetings and we’re making sure that 
community members are at the forefront 
of affordable housing battles and other 
issues that affect the people in our 
neighborhood. But it wasn’t always that 
way—just one year ago, a group of us 
founded WSNA, hoping to keep together 
the hundreds of West Siders who united 
to defeat the West Side Sta-
dium.  Through years of people telling us 

“you can’t beat City Hall” and “there’s 
too much money involved,” we brought 
hundreds of people to testify against the 
stadium, write letters to our elected offi-
cials, and ultimately kill the boondoggle, 
saving our neighborhood to fight another 
day.  And after all that work, we didn’t 
want it to go to waste. 

I got involved in WSNA’s founding when 
John Raskin, a community organizer at 
HCC, asked me and my neighbor Kath-
leen Treat to meet him for lunch at Mr. 
Biggs on Tenth Avenue.  Over burgers 
and fries, we talked about affordable 
housing and all the new luxury buildings 
that we and our neighbors couldn’t af-
ford to live in.  And we talked about traf-
fic and nightclubs and schools and de-
cided that, y’know, there really is plenty 
of work for a grass-roots neighborhood 
organization to do, if only we can con-
vince enough people to get involved. 
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battles and keep our neighbor-
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11th Avenue: Our Proactive Rezoning   

T en years ago, you might have been 
laughed out of Hell’s Kitchen if you 
proclaimed that the next hot devel-

opment area in Manhattan would be 11th 
Avenue.  Unlike the residential side streets 
in the 40s and 50s, 11th Avenue still hosts 
car dealerships, auto shops and a few 
empty lots. 

But the low-rise,  mixed-use neighborhood 
we value in the western part of Hell’s 
Kitchen is threatened. As neighborhood 
residents have made the area safer and 
comfortable, developers have come barrel-
ing through that opening, proposing huge 
new development for sites like the Verizon 
parking lot at West 53rd Street. 

The way it stands now, the zoning encour-
ages developers to build hotels and night-
clubs—the very things we don’t need in the 
neighborhood.  And the huge new towers 

that some developers are proposing would 
seal us off further from the Hudson River. 

So West Siders are banding together, with 
WSNA at the vanguard, to advocate for a 
community-friendly rezoning of the 11th 
Avenue corridor that would encourage 
affordable housing development, limit 
building heights and prohibit new clubs. 
WSNA members want to preserve existing 
jobs and affordable housing and zone for 
the future of our community. 

We think we can make real progress, but 
we can’t get anywhere until we know how 
you feel.  What are your priorities for de-
velopment along 11th Avenue?  What do 
you want to encourage?  What do you want 
to discourage? 

WSNA will be conducting a full outreach 
campaign, and you are invited to partici-

The P.S. 51 Site: This is Gonna be a Lift! 

ority list.  We have received special help 
from Manhattan Borough President Scott 
Stringer in working out a community 
vision for the site, and Senator Tom 
Duane, Assembly Members Gottfried and 
Rosenthal and Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn have all voiced their support for 
our goals. 

2) Running those numbers, checking 
them twice.  Do we think the developer 
really needs that tower to make the deal 
profitable? We're working with Manhat-
tan Community Board 4 to evaluate the 
developer's claims and verify how much it 
would cost to build affordable housing 

W est Siders who are used to com-
plicated development projects 
have taken on a doozy of a new 

one: the P.S. 51 site, on which we were 
promised 600 affordable apartments and 
an upgraded elementary school. 

WSNA members and HCC held a town hall 
meeting about the site with more than 200 
community members last year, and we 
have advocated to get the development 
under way ever since. But this one is tough, 
and we’re going to need your help. 

As it stands now, the developer says that 
he needs a huge tower on 11th Avenue and 
West 45th St. in order to make the rest of 
the plan work.  And unlike sometimes, this 
is not a deal that we want the developer to 
just walk away from—it's important to pro-
tect our neighborhood from inappropriate 
development, but we don't want the deal to 
fall apart entirely because we need that 
affordable housing and a new school to 
serve our kids. 

So WSNA is doing three things to help 
speed up the development and guarantee 
that we wind up with a project that really 
serves the neighborhood: 

1) Advocating with elected officials to keep 
the P.S. 51 development on everyone's pri-

and a new school for our kids. 

3) Thinking creatively about the 
site.  Could we save space if the school 
shared some facilities with the Police Ath-
letic League?  Are there other sources of 
funding for our badly needed new school 
building?  WSNA members will continue to 
toss around new ideas and push creative 
solutions to our P.S. 51 problems.  

If you would like to get involved in advocat-
ing for a new school, affordable housing and 
reasonable-scale development on the P.S. 51 
site, please contact Lucas Shapiro at HCC: 
212-716-1664 or LShapiro@hcc-nyc.org. 

WSNA leaders moderate a public discussion of P.S. 51 design ideas 

pate.  If you would like to join the 11th Ave. 
leadership team, contact Lucas at HCC: 
212-716-1664 or LShapiro@hcc-nyc.org. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: The West Side Neighbor-
hood Alliance is a member-run organization 
sponsored by Housing Conservation Coordi-
nators that organizes West Side residents to 
take charge of planning our community. We 
advocate for a diverse, affordable, livable 
neighborhood that preserves the mixed-
income character of today’s West Side, and 
we work to guarantee that the ongoing devel-
opment of our neighborhood serves commu-
nity members of all races, incomes and back-
grounds.  
 

STEERING COMMITTEE: Matthew Abuelo, Andrew 
Berman, Anita Black, Christopher Carroll, Tom 
Cayler, Pete Diaz, Elaine Marlovitch, Vivian 
Riffelmacher 
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Defending Our Homes from Illegal Hotels  

WSNA members get citywide news 
coverage at our illegal hotels rally 

 

Affordable Housing 
on the Rail Yards? 

T wo years ago, West Siders banded 
together to defeat the West Side 
Stadium and advocate for respon-

sible development on the rail yards be-
tween 30th and 34th Streets. 

We envision a residential community, 
including housing we can really afford, 
and open space that serves the neighbor-
hood and connects us to the river.  

Developers are preparing their bids now, 
and this fall we should know what 
they’re proposing.  Will we like their 
plans?  Will we hate them?  Will we like 
some parts and hate others?  

WSNA will keep everyone informed 
about plans for the Rail Yards and make 
sure that we all have a chance to partici-
pate in the public review process. 

What do    
we want...? 

I magine that every weekend your 
home is invaded by strangers.   The 
room next to yours is occupied by 

crowds of backpackers; kids in their late 
teens and 20's on their own in New York 
City, partying loudly all night.  Imagine 
they have no keys so when they (or their 
friends) need entrance at midnight, two, 
three in the morning, they hammer on 
the door until you wake up and crawl out 
of bed to let them.  Then your landlord 
shrugs when you complain: "You don't 
like it?,” he says.  “Leave!" 

"How can this happen?" you ask.  Yet for 
years in residential buildings all over the 
city, including my building on West 86th 
Street, illegal hotels and youth hostels 
have been a way for landlords to make 
quick cash while they drive out their 
rent-stabilized tenants.  Tenants are cut 
adrift, often winding up homeless, and 
thousands of affordable apartments are 
lost at a time when we need them most. 

There are now thousands of illegal hotel 
rooms and short-term “corporate hous-
ing” stays that are taking desperately 
needed apartments away from real New   
Yorkers.  While tenants in my building 

have seen our lawsuit tied up in court for 
years, illegal hotels have been proliferat-
ing throughout the city; today we suspect 
there are more than a hundred buildings 
illegally taking on short-term guests. 

Last year, WSNA members, HCC, the 
West Side SRO Law Project and our local 
elected officials advocated for more City 
budget money to fight illegal hotels. 

Mayor  Bloomberg responded, and the 
Mayor’s Office of Special Enforcement 
now has a staff capable of investigating 
these buildings.   

But even now, the laws still aren’t strong 
enough to shut down the hotels and re-
turn real New Yorkers to those apart-
ments. Council Members Gale Brewer, 
Dan Garodnick and Rosie Mendez have 
sponsored Intro 534, the Illegal Hotels 
Bill, Speaker Quinn has sent representa-
tives to our meetings and Mayor 
Bloomberg says he will produce his own 
legislation to help solve the problem. 

When those bills come to a hearing, we’ll 
need every WSNA member to testify in 
support.  Whether or not you have an 
illegal hotel in your building, we need 
your help to protect our housing stock 
and maintain the integrity of residential 
neighborhoods in New York.  Tourist 
dollars and corporate housing may be 
making some people very rich, but they 
are not more important than affordable 
housing for New Yorkers who already live 
and work here. — Vivian Riffelmacher 
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TAKE ACTION: 
Is your building strictly Residential, Com-
mercial or both?  Check the active Certifi-
cate of Occupancy on file at NYC Dept. of 
Buildings.  The information is available at: 
www.nyc.gov/html/dob 

Is your landlord renting illegally to tourists 
in your building?  Let us know!  First call 
311 to tell them you have an illegal ho-
tel...and make sure you get a complaint 
number.  Then call John Raskin at HCC to 
add your building to our list: 212-716-
1665. 

Write letters to the City Council to ask for 
a hearing on “Intro 534,” the Illegal Hotels 
Bill introduced by Council Member Gale 
Brewer.  Intro 534 would increase fines 
for landlords illegally renting apartments 
in residential buildings as hotel 
rooms.  Council Speaker Christine Quinn 
has already helped us fight illegal hotels 
in our neighborhood—now we’re asking 
her to take the next important step and 
pass Intro 534.  Speaker Quinn can be 
reached at City Hall, New York, NY 10007. 



O n July 21st, over 150 West Siders 
came together in a neighborhood 
playground to celebrate commu-

nity organizing and the rapid growth of 
the West Side Neighborhood Alliance.  

We shared home-cooked food, signed up 
dozens of new members and competed in 
a rousing round of West Side Trivia.  
Congressman Jerry Nadler, Borough 
President Scott Stringer, Assembly Mem-
bers Dick Gottfried and Linda Rosenthal 
and Council Member Gale Brewer all 
stopped by to say hello and grab some 
snacks.  Were you one of the unfortunate 
few who missed the festivities?  If so, 
we’ll see you next year! 

Performing at WSNA’s 
first annual potluck party 

Celebrating the West Side in Style 

Visit WSNA on-line for photos, video 
clips, campaign updates, and more! 

www.westsideNYC.org 

                          Oct. 13th  
   Save the 

Date! 
 

Join us for the Third Annual West Side Ten-
ants’ Conference: Saturday, October 13th 
from 10 AM to 4 PM at Fordham University 
at Lincoln Center. Breakfast and lunch will 
be provided free of charge. Please contact 
Ivette Nunez at Housing Conservation Coor-
dinators at 212-541-5996 ext.24 or inu-
nez@hcc-nyc.org for more information.  

Yes! I want to join WSNA to fight for affordable housing, community development and social justice 

[  ] I am enclosing my $10 annual contribution to help finance our work. 

[  ] I am also donating ______ to help secure our neighborhood’s future.  

All fees are tax-deductible and can be waived upon member request. 
 

Name ______________________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________  Apt. #___________ Zip______________ 

Phone _____________________________________ Email ___________________________________ 

Signature _________________________________________ Date _____________________________ 

 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: HCC—West Side Neighborhood Alliance  

SEND TO: West Side Neighborhood Alliance ¤ c/o HCC ¤ 777 10th Avenue, New York, NY 10019  

¤  212 716-1664  ¤  Fax 212 541 5966  ¤  wsna@hcc-nyc.org  ¤  www.westsideNYC.org 

I am particularly interested in working on: 

[  ] stopping illegal hotels 

[  ] affordable housing and a new school on 
the P.S. 51 site 

[  ] preserving Section 8 housing 

[  ] improving neighborhood air quality 

[  ] rezoning 11th avenue 

[  ] another issue: ____________________ 
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