
 

WSNA Steering Committee  
CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 

 

 
 

13 West Side Neighborhood Alliance 
members submitted candidate forms for 
the 6 available Steering Committee seats 
elected by the general membership.  
We’ve compiled their statements 
explaining why they wish to run on this 
sheet (they were asked to provide up to 5 
sentences). 
 
At the upcoming WSNA meeting on 
Tuesday, June 3rd, WSNA members in 
attendance will be able to vote for up to 6 
candidates for our Steering Committee.  
On the 3rd we will provide voting ballots, 
additional copies of this sheet, and an 
opportunity to ask candidates questions 
in person. 
  
Please take a moment to read through 
these statements and join us on Tuesday, 
June 3rd at 6:30pm at Hartley House (413 
W. 46th St) to vote for our new Steering 
Committee. 

 
 
 

Candidates are listed in alphabetical order 
 
Matthew Abuelo 
345 West 86th Street / The Dexter House 
 

I am a founding member of the West Side Neighborhood 
Alliance.  I am currently serving on the Steering 
Committee for WSNA and am running for re-election.   
As a representative for the Illegal Hotels campaign I have 
worked numerous rallies, testified at public hearings and 
participated in a talk show panel on MNN to discuss this 
issue.  Most recently I acted in a street theatre piece as 
part of an illegal hotels rally organized by SRO Law 
Project.   I have 13 years experience as an activist 
working with such organizations as NYPRG, ACORN, the 
ISO and The Solar Energy Campaign.   I am a voice of 
experience on the Steering Committee, not only in 
matters of organizing but in the development of non-profit 
groups.  
 
Andrew Berman 
340 West 47th Street 
 

As a founding member of the West Side Neighborhood 
Alliance who has served on its Steering Committee for a 
year, I am extremely proud of WSNA's great 
accomplishments and growth as an organization, and I 
would like to continue to work to help WSNA advance 

further.  I think that keys to that success include a strong 
relationship with our members, working closely with the 
HCC staff, remaining an independent organization, and 
forceful and strategic advocacy around the work we need 
to do to preserve the affordability and livability of our 
neighborhoods.  In my first term on the WSNA Steering 
Committee I have been actively involved in campaigns 
around the West Side rail yards, congestion pricing and 
traffic, development of the PS 51 affordable housing site, 
and membership outreach.  My work outside of WSNA 
with the community board and various community 
organizations on affordable housing, improving 
neighborhood quality of life, and fighting 
overdevelopment has enabled me to help WSNA build 
coalitions and increase its reach.  I hope you will give me 
an opportunity to spend another year working to help 
build WSNA as a strong community-based organization 
and to meet its goals of defending the affordability and 
livability of our neighborhoods for all. 
 
Hortense Bermudez 
455 West 34th Street 
 

I’m running for the WSNA Steering Committee because 
there’s a lot of important issues that need to be 
addressed.  I’ve learned a lot through my efforts to battle 
the stadium and I think the organization would benefit 
from my hard work.  The WSNA en Español group that 
I’ve been involved in and the illegal hotels campaign have 
been very important to me.  I’ll do the best I can to make 
a difference in the community. 

 
Christine Berthet 
348 West 38th Street 
 
Who I am: I care deeply about our neighbors and our 
neighborhood. I like to tackle problems, find solutions, 
and get things done.  
 

What I believe in: a diverse and affordable neighborhood 
open to all as long as they respect their neighbors; a city 
and state which give to everyone - rich and poor - the 
services we pay for; and a public space that belongs to 
the public, that is the largest number of people. 
 
Anita Black 
315 8th Avenue 
 

I have been an active member in HCC and the West Side 
Neighborhood Alliance for the past five years.  I’ve 
participated in many community actions such as the 
defeat of the Jets Stadium, the Stuyvesant Town Rally 
and City Hall hearings and rallies for tenant issues.  In 
2007 I was elected to the Steering Committee and 
organized the West Side Rail Yards Committee.  The 
Committee has been involved in rail yards development 
activities, correspondence to the MTA relating to the 
developers’ plans for the rail yards, a December forum 
with all the developers’ plans and, most recently, a 
successful rally in Chelsea on behalf of small business 
owners potentially being evicted by their landlord.  In late 
2007 WSNA sent a letter to the Hudson Yards 
Community Advisory Committee requesting committee 
membership for the West Side Neighborhood Alliance.  
Our request was granted and I have been representing 
WSNA on the Committee.  I received HCC’s second 
Annual Volunteer and Leadership Award, this year as a 
member of the West Side Neighborhood Alliance. 



Anita Black continued… 
I believe that with my HCC/WSNA experience, I can 
continue to make an effective contribution to the 
organization and the community and be a voice for the 
preservation of viable affordable communities and a 
greater need for affordable housing. 
 
Christopher Carroll 
345 West 86th Street 
 

I am a founding member of WSNA.  I am a leader in the 
campaign against illegal hotels.  I obtained the start-up 
grant for the WSNA newsletter.  I produced the 
documentary film “Heartbreak Hotels” for WSNA.  I am an 
outspoken advocate for many WSNA issues, especially 
affordable housing. 
 
Pete Diaz 
301 West 48  Street th

 

In my role as WSNA steering committee and tenant 
advocate, I attended/arranged more than 120 meetings, 
events and campaigns this past year alone - often leading 
to the steps of City Hall, Office of the Borough President 
and Albany’s rotunda. 
  
This pursuit resulted in WSNA’s 500 members being 
represented in the planning of P.S. 51 affordable housing 
site, 11th Avenue rezoning, Intro 534 (Illegal hotels), and 
Rail Yards development. 
  

In addition, WSNA was spotlighted by local and 
international media resulting in broader public awareness 
and recognition by city government, which benefited 
HCC, CHEKPEDS, HKNA and the West 47/48 Street 
Block Association. 
  

As a WSNA Steering Committee elected official and 
tenant advocate, and member of this community for close 
to 30 years, your concerns have been mine.  
  

I would be most grateful for your vote to re-elect me to 
the Steering Committee. 
 
Dahlia Duperroir 
790 11  Avenue th

 

I was absent for twenty years from the city I loved, and 
missed. I was born a Westsider. I felt like Dorothy from 
Oz and what I had left was not what I had expected to 
come home to.  Change is inevitable but not like this.  
Since WSNA en Español was created I have been one of 
the appointed members representing WSNA en Español 
on the steering committee.  I have been very active in a 
number of campaigns in and around the community, such 
as with CHEKPEDS, Idle Free NYC (clear air around our 
schools and community).  I will affiliate myself with others 
to support, and fight to the bitter end to improve our 
quality of life, and to keep our community affordable for 
all as a member of WSNA steering committee. 
 
Dolores Dwyer Duffy 
400 West 43  Street rd

 

My experience organizing small theater groups and track 
meets for high school students in the past would be 
helpful.  Also I trained and worked for the auxiliary police 
on the West Side in past years.  I am active in my tenants  
Dolores Dwyer Duffy continued… 

association too.  I am a former champion athlete and can 
assist with youth programs concerned about safety in the 
neighborhood from auxiliary police training.  I’m 
concerned about bumpy 9th Ave Street crossings too!  
 
Violeta Elgart 
550 West 50th Street 
 

I was a licensed Real Estate Broker until a vicious car 
accident, aft r e which my license expired.  I had lots of 
court problems with my landlord.  At present he has made 
my stay very uncomfortable with harassment, being he is 
an archbishop that wants to destabilize my apartment in 
which I put about $15,000 upon renting first. 
 

I would like to work at any issues presently requiring 
some attention, like new buildings – “affordable” housing 
and so on. 
 
Vivian Riffelmacher 
345 West 86th Street,/ The Dexter House 
 

I am a founding member of the West Side Neighborhood 
Alliance, am current ly serving on WSNA's Steering 
Committee and am running for re-election.  As many of 
you know I have been at the forefront of the fight to stop 
Illegal Hotels since my own building was taken over in 
2004.  I have organized rallies, testified at hearings, 
spoken at press conferences, represented tenants in 
Housing Court.  I filed and won a Reduction of Services 
complaint against our building with DHCR.  Last month I 
wrote and directed a street theatre skit for a rally 
protesting an Illegal Hotel at 101st street.  I believe it is 
vital that we continue to focus our efforts on the 
preservation of existing affordable housing and stand for 
responsible development in Manhattan.   
 
Alida Salomon 
535 West 51st Street 
 

I have been part of this neighborhood for at least 60 
years and therefore recognize the needs of the 
community.  I wish to implement whatever experience I 
have in housing issues, school children needs, adult 
education and health issues, which affect the community.  
Furthermore I like to work with the Committee in order to 
establish policies and procedure and steering it in the 
right direction.  Presently I hold a B.A. in Sociology with a 
minor in Political Science. 
 
Mercedes Torres 
493 9th Avenue 
 

I’ve lived in this neighborhood for over 26 years.  I love 
the West Side.  I have access to all Catholic parishes in 
our area, since I do work for a church and all our “new” 
members to be need to be educated about WSNA and 
their free services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


