
 

WSNA Steering Committee  
CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 

 

 
 
10 West Side Neighborhood Alliance 
members submitted candidate forms for 
the 6 available Steering Committee seats 
elected by the general membership.  
We’ve compiled their statements 
explaining why they wish to run on this 
sheet. 
 
At the upcoming WSNA meeting on June 
23rd WSNA members in attendance will be 
able to vote for up to 6 candidates for our 
Steering Committee.  On the 23rd we will 
provide voting ballots, additional copies 
of this sheet, and an opportunity to ask 
candidates questions in person. 
  
Please take a moment to read through 
these statements and join us on Tuesday, 
June 23rd at 6:30pm at Hartley House (413 
W. 46th St) to vote for our new Steering 
Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   Candidates are listed in alphabetical order 
 
Matthew Abuelo 
 

I’m a founding member of WSNA and Illegal Hotel’s 
campaign advocate. For the past five years I’ve been 
working on housing issues with various organizations, 
including ACORN.  I’ve also sat on the board as an 
elected member where I worked with other members in 
helping shape some of the guidelines for our group. With 
the Illegal hotels campaign, I’ve helped organize several 
rallies and press conferences, including our latest Town 
Hall Meeting. If elected, I will continue to fight for the 
rights of tenants and their neighbors.  
 
Anita Black 
 

I’ve been an active participant for the past five years in 
both HCC and the WSNA community actions and 
activities.  In 2007, with the advent of the proposed 
development on the Hudson Yards, and the choice of 
Related as the developer, I submitted a proposal to the 
WSNA Steering Committee to organize a Railyards 
Committee to monitor the development of the Western 
Rail Yards (WRY).  I’m also the WSNA representative to 
the Hudson Yards Community Advisory Committee 
(HYCAC) and have attended many HYCAC/WRY 
meetings including: testifying at the City Planning 
Commission; meetings with Related regarding both the 
rezoning of the WRY and the Eastern Rail Yards off-site 
development of affordable housing; and other 
development issues.  As a member/representative of 
WSNA, I’ve attended rallies concerning tenant 
harassment, the Rent Guidelines Board, and the 
elimination of neighborhood small businesses and as a 
Steering Committee member, I’ve been involved in issues 
such as P.S. 51, Illegal Hotels, future plans for New York 
City Housing Authority/Chelsea development of 
affordable housing and the drafting of WSNA’s by-laws.  I 
believe, as a result of my experience over the last five 
years and anticipating upcoming events, that I can 
continue to make a contribution to WSNA and be a strong 
voice for improving and preserving our communities by 
focusing on the many issues facing us and impacting on 
our way of life. 
 
Terry Bocanelli 
 

I’ve been an active WSNA member attending regular 
meetings, participating in campaign discussions and 
volunteering my time to help whenever needed to support 
our work.  This past year I’ve been most involved as a 
WSNA liaison to city-wide coalition efforts to strengthen 
the rent laws and pass pro-tenant legislation at the state-
level.  I’ve joined several lobby trips to Albany, have 
spoken about our issues to the press and MCed a recent 
town hall forum with 150 tenants and many elected 
officials. Over the past two years the members of the 
Steering Committee have done a great job in building 
WSNA into a powerful organization.  I have the skills to 
do what is needed to keep WSNA strong and viable, by 
focusing on issues we can win, while remaining open 
minded to all suggestions. 
 

 
Any individual whose annual membership 
lapsed at any point during the year leading 
up to the election shall be qualified to vote 
so long as they renew their membership at 
or before the election forum.   
 
 

CAN’T ATTEND THE JUNE 23 ELECTION 
FORUM, BUT STILL WANT TO VOTE? 
 

Members unable to attend the election 
forum may request an absentee ballot.  
Absentee ballots shall be filed with Lucas 
before noon on June 23rd at HCC’s office 
(777 10th Ave, between 52/53 St.) 
 

Contact us for an absentee ballot at: 212-
716-1664 or LShapiro@hcc-nyc.org 



Richard Brender 
 

I was born on the Upper West Side, looked on with 
dismay as it gentrified, and, when I moved to West 51 St. 
in 1992, I  swore that I would do my best to prevent Hell's 
Kitchen from suffering any similar fate. I received my 
doctorate in Political Science from Columbia University, 
and I've been teaching urban politics (and other political 
science classes) at Hunter College since then. I addition 
to being a founding member of WSNA, I'm also active in 
TennantsPAC, and I'm on the Committee of 
Appropriateness of LandmarkWest!, the West Side's 
most active historical preservation organization. Being on 
WSNA's 11th Avenue re-zoning advisory committee has 
given me a first rate education in many of Hell's Kitchen's 
hottest real estate wars, and Zoning 101 and other 
workshops have offered instructions on how to fight them. 
Signs of victory on 11th Avenue show that WSNA has 
developed a winning strategy of working with elected 
local officials; if I'm elected to the Steering Committee, I'd 
like to reach out to other community groups in the city, as 
well as to preservationist, education, environmentalist, 
and civil rights groups in order to share tactics and to gain 
allies in our mission to make sure that the residents of our 
communities have a real say in getting exactly the sort of 
development that they want and deserve. 
 
Pete Diaz 
 

As a proud member of WSNA’s Steering Committee and 
a tenant advocate, we’ve become more cohesive - 
staying on top of issues, making headway on our 
campaigns and committees in matters of importance to 
our community.  From the streets and schools of our 
community, to Albany, to the chambers of City Hall and 
the Borough President’s office as well – I have brought 
your voice and concerns on issues of permanent 
affordable housing, clean air, 11th avenue rezoning, and 
stronger tenant protection laws.  This has resulted in 
gains for our community and city as well.  If elected again 
and with your support, I will also continue to press with 
the new board, to serve your needs and vision that mean 
so much to you – an affordable, protected and viable 
community - for your family and all. 
 
Dolores Duffy 
 

I was on the tenant’s association here for 10 years or 
more.  I wrote a letter to managers to get a bench in front 
of the building for seniors to rest.  They wait for Access-a-
Ride or cab service.  In a few days bench was there!  I’m 
an idea person.  My late father ran for New York City 
Council three or four times.  An idea person too.  I can 
help the neighborhood with ideas for all ages.  I worked 
as a sports coach, summer camps and a playground 
assistant, Central Park.  Can write effective letters.  A 
journalism major and drama too.  
 
Dahlia Duperroir  
 

I am seeking reelection on the steering committee. I am a 
native Westsider; presently I live on 11th Ave and 54th 
street and I‘ve been involved with the issues that have, 
and still are plaguing us all: Tenant Rights; Rezoning of 
the 11Th Ave. corridor to the river; the fight for affordable 
housing in our community; for better schools; last but not 

least is the revival of WNSA’s Quality of Life Committee. 
Right now we are working with Chekpeds, and HCC’s 
Weatherization as part of our Clean Air Campaign that 
was launched on MAY 11th to celebrate the one-minute 
idling law that officially went into effect in the vicinity of all 
schools throughout the city.  My concerns are for a 
thriving community, free from idling buses, and cars in 
front of our schools, and our residents to have clean air to 
breathe and not to have an inhalator to assist some of us 
that are affected with respiratory problems. Foremost to 
have strengthened rent laws throughout our city, to 
enable us all to continue to live in affordable communities 
safely not just for this moment but for generations to 
come.  
 
Violeta Elgart  
 

I have a film and T.V. M.A.  I am a certified certificatory 
and an established, licensed real estate broker, and so 
on…  I am disabled, living close to HCC, which gives me 
sufficient free time to attend to many of WSNA’s needs.  
For years I have been in problems with my landlord and I 
know how valuable are the help of HCC and the struggle 
of WSNA for affordable rents, for the status of rent-
stabilized and in general for a better quality of life. 
 
Maria H. Peralta 
 

I have lived at 424 Amsterdam Avenue for nearly 43 
years. I care about my community and I have seen it 
change. Some things are better, and some things need 
more attention. I think that I can be a good candidate 
because I like to help and be considered for a position as 
a member of the steering committee. 
 
Vivian Riffelmacher 
 

I am a founding member of the Westside Neighborhood 
Alliance, and am running for re-election to the Steering 
Committee.  I came to WSNA battling Illegal Hotel rentals 
in residential buildings but there is a lot more work to be 
done to keep this city affordable and to protect the rights 
of people living here.  I am happy and proud to be part of 
developing this growing organization and would like to 
see WSNA continue to be a force for the preservation of 
existing affordable housing and lobby for responsible 
development on the West Side and throughout the city.  
Now more than ever we need to stay strong, focused and 
committed.  Onward and upward! 
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777 10th Ave, New York NY 10019 
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