
 

WSNA Steering Committee  
CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 

 

 
 
10 West Side Neighborhood Alliance 
members submitted candidate forms for 
the 7 available Steering Committee seats 
elected by the general membership.  
We’ve compiled their statements on this 
sheet explaining why they wish to run on. 
 
At the upcoming WSNA meeting on June 
22nd, WSNA members in attendance will 
be able to vote for up to 7 candidates for 
our Steering Committee.  On the 22nd, we 
will provide voting ballots, additional 
copies of this sheet, and an opportunity 
to ask candidates questions in person. 
  
Please take a moment to read through 
these statements and join us on Tuesday, 
June 22nd at 6:30pm at Hartley House (413 
W. 46th St) to vote for our new Steering 
Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Candidates are listed in alphabetical order 

 
Matthew Abuelo 
 

I’m a founding member of WSNA and an Illegal Hotels 
campaign advocate. For the past 6 years I’ve been 
working on housing issues with various organizations, 
including ACORN.  I also sit on the Steering 
Committee as an elected member where I work with 
other members in shaping some of the guidelines for 
our group. With the Illegal hotels campaign, I’ve 
helped organize several rallies and press conferences, 
including our latest Town Hall Meeting. If elected, I will 
continue to fight for the rights of tenants and their 
neighbors.  

 
Miguel Acevedo 
 

I’ve been active in the struggle to preserve affordable 
housing in Chelsea and throughout the West Side for 
over 10 years.  I’m a committed member of WSNA and 
most recently helped spearhead our efforts to preserve 
an emergency care hospital in our community after the 
tragic demise of St. Vincent’s.  I also serve on 
Community Board 4, am the President of the Fulton 
Houses Tenant Association, coordinate programs to 
provide meaningful opportunities for low-income youth 
and work to keep local small businesses alive.  If 
elected to WSNA’s Steering Committee, I hope to 
deepen WSNA’s ability to enact change on all these 
issues by harnessing the collective strength of our 
members. 

 
Ann Aust 
 

I’ve been a WSNA member since the beginning, was 
involved in the fight regarding the Hudson Railyards, 
which is right near my home.  I have a background in 
neighborhood activism – was a core member of the 
Clinton Coalition of Concern back in the 1980’s.  Now, 
as back then, I care about the issues and want to play 
a part in helping out. 

 
Hortense Bermudez 
 

I would like to be on the Steering Committee because I 
have been a West Sider since the ‘70s fighting for 
affordable housing, rent laws, clean air, and other 
important issues that need to be addressed by us. I 
have served before and would be making a strong 
member from my experience. Our West Side is going 
to be changing very quickly and we need to make sure 
that we have a powerful steering committee to watch 
over it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Any individual whose annual membership 
lapsed at any point during the year leading 
up to the election shall be qualified to vote 
so long as they renew their membership at 
or before the election forum.   
 
 

CAN’T ATTEND THE JUNE 22 ELECTION 
FORUM, BUT STILL WANT TO VOTE? 
 

Members unable to attend the election 
forum may request an absentee ballot.  
Absentee ballots shall be filed with Lucas 
before noon on June 22nd at HCC’s office 
(777 10th Ave, between 52/53 St.) 
 

Contact us for an absentee ballot at: 212-
956-2573 or LShapiro@hcc-nyc.org 



Richard Brender 
 

In my first year as a Steering Committee member, I 
have been gratified to see WSNA grow internally at the 
same time as it has managed to navigate ups and 
downs in the local political environment. I'm sure 
that all of us who showed up at the New Year's party 
can recall how it broke all previous records, and can 
appreciate just how much our membership has 
grown. In order to help turn these members 
into committed activists inside WSNA (and into savvy 
community leaders), I took an active part in planning 
the New Members' Orientation and the Leadership 
Training Workshop, and I hope to be involved in more 
of these trainings in the future. As the mess in Albany 
keeps threatening to derail any pro-tenant legislation, 
I've been serving as a bridge between WSNA and the 
Real Rent Reform campaign's attempts to turn 
around those state senators who have allowed 
themselves to be bought off by real estate interests. 
Ever since we were told the alarming news that 
St. Vincent's Hospital would be closing, I have made 
it my priority to help represent WSNA in leadership 
forums on healthcare, so that community voices on 
this crucial issue can never again be ignored. 

 
Katherine Consuelo-Johnson 
 

I’ve been active in the new school campaign at P.S.51 
and have a son who is a student there.  I would like to 
represent all the young families in the Clinton 
neighborhood.  I want to advocate for these families, 
for another zoned elementary and middle school, 
along with more safe green space for all to enjoy. I 
also would like to support all the current campaigns 
the West Side Neighborhood Alliance has. 

 
Pete Diaz  
 

Committed to serving WSNA’s mission, we as your 
representatives have brought before the Community 
Board, elected officials, and agencies issues and 
concerns that affect you in the short and long run.  By 
actively bringing issues and concerns on affordable 
housing, tenant protections, illegal hotels, and quality 
of life before the officials, effectively, those efforts 
translated into a greater number of affordable units 
earmarked for construction, as well as greater support 
for pro-tenant legislation.  If you so desire, I look 
forward to continuing working towards WSNA’s vision 
as a member of our Steering Committee. 

 
Martina Garcia 
 

I would like to be considered as a member of the 
Steering Committee because I will help the community 
in whichever way I can by providing information on 
housing, unifying the community, and helping tenants 
by referring them to elected officials such as 
congressmen, city council, and assemblymen. I have 
already been helping my community by bringing in 
health programs such as Health First. 

Mathew Reiss 
 

As a West Side resident of ten years  -- first in Hell’s 
Kitchen and now ten blocks north – and New Yorker all 
my life, I miss the days when block associations, 
tenants groups, labor and church-based social 
organizations thrived, and when civil society played an 
important role in American culture and in the fabric of 
New York City. 
 

Every country I’ve ever seen has communities where 
people have a central role in building a just, secure 
and healthy political environment, as well as places 
where citizens’ role is marginalized. The way that 
different social, economic and media systems affect 
trends in citizen participation has been the topic of my 
research since I began working as a university 
professor. 
 

The Alliance can choose programs that inspire people 
who have never believed that they can play a role in 
expanding the quality and character of their lives by 
emulating the way that successful communities have 
built a civil society that protects our personal 
freedoms, our homes, our families and our 
environment. In times of challenge, human beings 
achieve remarkable things. 

 
Vivian Riffelmacher 
 

New York City has always been the center of the world 
to me – a place full of vibrant personalities and eclectic 
ideas which for the past century has distinguished 
itself as the hub of fashion, music, publishing, art and 
finance industries.   In the 27 years I’ve lived here, 
however, I’ve seen NY become an increasingly 
impersonal place with out of character new buildings 
that could be in LA or Dallas or Cleveland.  The 
increased presence of the large “chain” stores and 
restaurants have also been an unwelcome change.  
Since its inception in 2006, WSNA has grown into a 
force to be reckoned with and, while I’m proud to have 
been part of this process, I think it’s important we 
continue to build momentum.  I would like to continue 
representing the West Side on the WSNA Steering 
Committee and be part of shaping our mission around 
the preservation of affordable housing and responsible 
development. 
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