
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
9:30AM – 10:30AM  REGISTRATION/LIGHT BREAKFAST 
Platt Atrium (first floor) 
 
10:30 AM  WELCOME & KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
McNally Amphitheater (first floor)  
Jackie Del Valle – Director of Organizing, Housing Conservation Coordinators 
Scott Stringer – Manhattan Borough President 
Matthew Abuelo – Illegal Hotels Campaign, West Side Neighborhood Alliance 
 

KEYNOTE: State Senator Liz Krueger & Assembly Member Richard Gottfried 

        

           SATURDAY, SEPT. 25th  
    FORDHAM UNIVERSITY AT LINCOLN CENTER    
      School of Law – 140 West 62nd St. at Columbus Ave. 

 

 

   SCHEDULE OVERVIEW: 
 
 

 

9:30AM – Registration & light breakfast 
 

10:30AM – Welcome & keynote address 
 

11:15AM – Morning workshops 
 

12:30PM – Lunch 
 

1:30PM – Afternoon workshops 
 

2:45PM – Closing panel discussion 
 

4PM – Enjoy the rest of your day! 

 
 

FREE CHILDCARE: In room 216 (2nd floor).  You must bring your child here to sign them in and out there. Childcare 
providers from Domestic Workers United (congrats to DWU for their victory passing the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights!) 
 
SPANISH TRANSLATION: Select workshops will provide simultaneous Spanish translation.  To borrow a head-set you 
must leave a picture ID at the translation coordination table.  Location TBA. 
 
OUTREACH TABLES: Please check out all the organizations tabling at the conference.  They have useful information 
about tenants’ rights and how you can contribute to the movement for affordable housing and livable communities. 
 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY: Follow signs for elevators to take you to workshops & lunch (not on main floor) 
 
THIS IS YOUR CONFERENCE: Tenant volunteers help put this event together each year.   In order to make the 
conference even better next year, please fill out the evaluation forms. 
 
FREE ON-SITE ASSISTANCE TABLES:  

Rent Arrears Help:  Housing Court Answers will be providing information at their table on rental arrears.  Tenants can 
find out if they qualify for help from the city or from private charities if they owe back rent and are facing eviction 
 

SCRIE/DRIE Application Help:  Assembly Member Gottfried’s office will be providing advice at their table on a 
first-come, first-serve basis on how to fill out SCRIE and DRIE applications. 
 

Worried About Bedbugs?  Council Member Gale Brewer’s Office will have bedbug expert Renee Corea at their table.  
Renee is a member of the New York City Bed Bug Advisory Board and founder or newyorkvsbedbugs.org. 

 

PROGRAM 
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11:15AM – 12:30AM  MORNING WORKSHOPS  
 

Housing Benefits for Seniors     (McNally Amphitheater – first floor)      Spanish translation provided 
What rent regulated seniors should know, including updates on eligibility status for Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption 
(SCRIE) applicants. We’ll also share information on senior housing. 

Linda Rosenthal – New York State Assembly Member 
Kevin Queen – Director of Programs, NY Foundation for Senior Citizens 
Robin Washington – Public Information Officer,  New York City Department of Finance 
Ruth Ellen Simmonds – Executive Director, One Stop Senior Services   
Staff Attorney, Legal Services New York 
 

Tenants’ Rights During Foreclosure      (Room 204 – second floor) 
In this workshop, participants will learn about their rights as tenants when the landlord is in foreclosure. We’ll cover the foreclosure 
process, what rights tenants have during the process, how tenants get repairs during foreclosure, and figuring out who has the right 
to collect rent and sign leases.  

Jenny Laurie – Assistant Director, Housing Court Answers 
 
Using the New Law to Stop Illegal Hotels      (Room 205 – second floor) 
Learn what the new state law to stop illegal hotels is all about and how we organized to pass the bill. In this workshop, we will 
review how tenants can best document the illegal activity in their building to seek enforcement when the law goes into effect.  

Dick Gottfried – New York State Assembly Member 
Yarrow Willman-Cole – Tenant Organizer, West Side SRO Law Project 
Tom Cayler – Illegal Hotels Committee, West Side Neighborhood Alliance 

 
What is “Affordable” Housing?: Programs, Politics & Development Paradigms      (Room 211 – 2nd fl) 
This interactive workshop seeks to answer questions, such as: How does our government define “affordable”?  What programs 
produce “affordable” and “subsidized” housing?  What is NYC’s “Median Family Income”, why is it important, and how does it 
compare to income levels where we live and work?  What kinds of affordable housing already exist on the West Side and what types 
of new housing should we be fighting for?  

Lucas Shapiro – Community Organizer, Housing Conservation Coordinators 
 
Obtaining Repairs     (Room 311 – third floor)    Spanish translation provided 
This workshop will give you the facts on how to obtain the repairs to which you are entitled in your home.  We will discuss the 
proper authorities to alert as well how to start a court proceeding to compel your landlord to repair the conditions in accordance 
with New York City Housing standards. 

C.J. Masimore – staff attorney for the Neighborhood Preservation Project, MFY Legal Services 
Aapta Garg – Community Liaison, MFY Legal Services 

 
Go Green at Home: Saving $$$ on Energy Bills     (Room 316 – third floor) 
In this workshop you will learn energy saving tips that can help you in your daily lives.  You will learn how to consume less energy 
and save money with your everyday household appliances.   

Alex Dilone – Weatherization Energy Auditor, Housing Conservation Coordinators 
David Lazala – Weatherization Field Technician/Post Inspector, Housing Conservation Coordinators 
 

Understanding the Rent Guidelines Board (RGB)     (Room 317 – third floor) 
In this workshop we will provide an overview of the RGB, the folks that vote each year on how much rents go up (if at all) for rent 
stabilized and S.R.O. tenants.  We’ll discuss who is on the Board, how it works, and how we can reform the system to make it fairer 
to tenants.  

Mary Tek – Rent Regulation Organizer, Tenants & Neighbors 
 

 
12:30PM – 1:30 PM LUNCH  
Food in downstairs cafeteria.  Take the stairs next to the Amphitheater or the elevators one flight down. 

 

WORKSHOPS MAY FILL UP.  PLEASE HAVE A SECOND (AND MAYBE THIRD) CHOICE IN MIND. 



 

1:30PM – 2:45PM  AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS    
 
Bedbug 101: Know Your Rights   (McNally Amphitheater – first floor)    Spanish translation provided 
What tenants should know regarding bedbugs: what they look like, how to prevent them, and what to do if you have them.  We'll 
also share information about your rights as a tenant and the landlord's legal obligations if you have an infestation. 

Linda Rosenthal – New York State Assembly Member  
Public Information Officer, New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 
Partner, Vernon & Ginsburg, LLP   

 
Organizing an Effective Tenant Association      (Room 204 – second floor) 
In this workshop participants will learn how to organize a strong and effective tenant association. Included will be tips on hosting 
your first tenant association meeting, enforcing your rights as a tenant, and how to get organizing and legal help.  

Bob Kalin – Tenant Organizer, Housing Conservation Coordinators 
 
Major Capital Improvements (MCIs)     (Room 205 – second floor) 
When owners make certain improvements to buildings subject to rent stabilization or rent control laws, owners can apply for 
permission to raise tenants’ rents based on the cost of the improvements.  At this workshop, you’ll learn the basics of how to 
challenge an owner’s application for an MCI Increase and how, if granted, the MCI Increase will affect your tenancy. 

Rebecca Symes – Staff Attorney, Housing Conservation Coordinators 
  

Making Change: How Government Works & Tips for Lobbying    (Room 211 – second floor) 
You were taught back in grade school how a bill becomes a law, but it's been awhile. In this workshop we'll learn about the 
legislative process in New York, how lobbying works, and what tenants can do to effectively move our reform agenda forward. 

Lucas Shapiro – Community Organizer, Housing Conservation Coordinators 
Eliyanna Kaiser – Special Assistant for Community Affairs, Office of Assembly Member Gottfried 
 

Finding Affordable Housing     (Room 311 – third floor)    Spanish translation provided 
In times of economic hardships, affordable housing is even more difficult to locate. Join our workshop and find out what steps you 
need to take to obtain an apartment that meets your financial criteria.  

Bennett Baumer – Tenant Organizer, Housing Conservation Coordinators 
 
Overview of Housing Court      (Room 312 – third floor)    Spanish translation provided 
This workshop is a basic introduction to housing court with information about the different types of cases heard at the court, 
procedures and court forms, as well as resources available to tenants without attorneys.  

Diana Bonilla – Borough Assistant (Bronx), Housing Court Answers 
 
Navigating the DHCR: A Primer for Rent-Regulated Tenants      (Room 316 – third floor) 
The Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR) administers the rent regulation programs known as rent control and 
rent stabilization. Panelists will discuss how the agency can assist tenants and answer questions from the attendees.  

Derek Frederick, Deputy Director, Borough Rent Offices 
Jenny Laurie – Assistant Director, Housing Court Answers, a service of the City-Wide Task Force on Housing Court 

 
Rights of Public Housing Tenants      (Room 317 – third floor) 
This workshop will be about the latest updates on NYCHA housing and the rights of tenants in NYCHA buildings. 

Gennaro Palumbo – Manhattan Deputy Director, New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) 
Gale Brewer – New York City Councilmember  

 
 2:45PM – 4PM CLOSING PANEL DISCUSSION 
(McNally Amphitheater –first floor)      Spanish translation provided 
 

Tales from the Tenant Movement: Victories, Setbacks, and the Challenges Ahead 
Christine Quinn – Speaker, New York City Council 
Vivian Riffelmacher – Steering Committee, West Side Neighborhood Alliance 
Jaron Benjamin – Community Organizer, New York City AIDS Housing Network 
Wanda Hernandez – Leader/Board Member, New York City AIDS Housing Network 
Denise Velez-Tomas – Active member, Clinton Towers Tenant Association 
Teresa Andersen – Board President, North West Bronx Community & Clergy Coalition 


